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One Health champion Dr Simon Doherty is recognised as  
“Veterinarian of the Year 2024” of the WVA Global Veterinary Awards 

supported by Ceva Santé Animale 

 

Cape Town, South Africa, 18th of April, 2024 – The World Veterinary Association (WVA) and Ceva 
Santé Animale (Ceva) are pleased to announce the winner of Veterinarian of the Year 2024 of the 
WVA Global Veterinary Awards, as Dr. Simon Doherty, based in Belfast, Northern Ireland. 

The WVA Global Veterinary Awards are an evolution from the previous WVA Animal Welfare Awards, 
which were extended to include all 4 WVA’s areas of work – Animal Welfare, One Health, Medicine 
Stewardship and Veterinary Education – and to also recognise the Vet student of the year.  Having 
won the prize for One Health, each of the WVA Working Groups Chairpersons voted for an overall 
winner, with Dr. Simon Doherty coming out as the winner.  

The announcement was made on stage at a glittering ceremony as part of the 39th World Veterinary 
Association Congress in Cape Town, South Africa. 

 

Dr. Doherty began his veterinary career working in a progressive farm animal and equine practice and 
was later appointed the Animal Health & Aquaculture Sector Specialist for the UK Government’s 
Department for International Trade. He went on to become President of the British Veterinary 
Association (BVA) and was the founding chair of the UK One Health Coordination Group, later chairing 
the Federation of Veterinarians of Europe (FVE) Food Safety & Sustainability Working Group.  

For the last fifteen years, he has been working with the international NGO, Ripple Effect (formerly 
Send a Cow) which is involved in sustainable development in six sub-Saharan countries – Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi & Zambia bringing his expertise in livestock health & welfare, and 
One Health, to the organisation.  

He currently works as Senior Lecturer (Education) in Animal Health in the School of Biological Sciences 
& Institute of Global Food Security, Queen’s University, Belfast. 

https://worldvet.org/
https://www.ceva.com/
https://www.ceva.com/
https://www.ceva.com/commitments/northern-ireland-veterinarian-dr-simon-doherty-is-the-winner-of-one-health-category-of-the-wva-global-veterinary-awards/
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He said: "I am absolutely thrilled and shocked to receive this award! When I talk about One Health I 
always discuss it in the context of One Health in Action.  Action requires many people to be 'hands on' 
and this accolade is fantastic recognition of the many team efforts of which I have been part of and 
offered leadership to." 

Short interview after the ceremony: https://youtu.be/IzRbNWFUqow  

The other four prize winners were:  

- Animal Welfare: Dr. Sheilah Robertson of Florida, USA 
- Medicine Stewardship: Dr Shane Renwick of Ontario, Canada 
- Veterinary Education: Professor Dato’ Dr. Azmi Lila of Universiti of Putra, Malaysia 
- Student of the Year (supported by the International Veterinary Students’ Association): Yuri 

Victor Calvo based in São Paulo, Brazil 

Speaking on behalf of the WVA, Immediate Past President Dr. Rafael Laguens, said: “It has been a 
great pleasure to be able to meet in person with all the winners of the different categories of the first 
edition of the Global Veterinary Awards at the award ceremony, which has embodied a global 
celebration of the diversity, values and significance of the veterinary profession, personified by the 
work of each of the winners. This event has become one of the essential activities of our 2024 World 
Congress. Dr. Marc Prikazsky's presence on this occasion represents Ceva Santé Animale's commitment 
to these awards, the World Veterinary Association, and the veterinary profession in its global scope. I 
foretold a successful and long life for the future editions of these awards.” 

For Ceva Santé Animale, Chairman and CEO Dr. Marc Prikazsky added: “I am immensely proud that 
we have been able to support WVA in recognising these incredible individuals from our profession.  
Having met each of them in person and seeing the outstanding work they do; I can see why it was so 
difficult to select one overall winner.  Simon is however a very worthy first winner of Veterinarian of 
the Year and a great ambassador for the critical shift to One Health.” 

 
About World Veterinary Association 
The WVA is the voice and unity of the global veterinary profession. Our key priority areas are Animal 
Welfare, Pharmaceutical Stewardship, Veterinary Education and One Health. We promote them 
through advocacy, education, and partnership. 
www.worldvet.org 
Press contact: 
Magda Lourenço Executive Manager: +3519633236439 / Magda@worldvet.org 
 
 
About Ceva Santé Animale 
Ceva Santé Animale (Ceva) is the 5th global animal health company, led by experienced 
veterinarians, whose mission is to provide innovative health solutions for all animals to ensure the 
highest level of care and well-being. Our portfolio includes preventive medicine such as vaccines, 
pharmaceutical and animal welfare products for farm and companion animals, as well as equipment 
and services to provide the best experience for our customers. 

https://youtu.be/IzRbNWFUqow
https://worldvet.org/news/u-s-veterinarian-dr-sheilah-robertson-is-the-winner-of-animal-welfare-category-of-the-2024-world-veterinary-association-global-veterinary-awards/
https://worldvet.org/news/dr-shane-renwick-part-of-cvma-staff-is-the-winner-of-medicine-stewardship-category-of-the-wva-global-veterinary-awards/
https://worldvet.org/news/malaysian-veterinarian-professor-dato-dr-azmi-lila-is-the-winner-of-veterinary-education-category-of-the-2024-world-veterinary-association-global-veterinary-awards/
https://worldvet.org/news/yuri-calvo-from-brazil-is-the-winner-of-the-student-of-the-year-category-of-the-wva-global-veterinary-awards/
http://www.worldvet.org/
mailto:Magda@worldvet.org
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With 6,700 employees located in 47 countries, Ceva strives daily to bring to life its vision as a One 
Health company: “Together, beyond animal health”. 
2023 turnover: €1.6 billion. 
https://www.ceva.com 
Press contact: 
Emilie Barrail, Group head of external communication – +33 7 85 61 81 15 / emilie.barrail@ceva.com 
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